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SUBJECT: ALLEGED VIOLATIONS OF NA AIRSPACE (HALCON VISTA) 

REF: THE HAGUE 4548; CARACAS 8976 

t VENEZUELAN FONMINISTRY HAS ISSUED THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT 
(INFORMALLY TRANSLATED) CONCERNING EXERCISE "HALCON VISTA." 
BEGIN QUOTE. THE FOREIGN MINISTRY OF THE REPUBLIC 
ADVISES THE FOLLOWING: THE VENEZUELAN ARMED FORCES CARRIED OUT 
A JOINT OPERATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH MANEUVERS OF A ROUTINE 
CHARACTER DESIGNED TO EXERCISE NAVAL AND AIR UNITS. 

SAID OPERATION WAS CARRIED OUT AND CONCLUDED ACCORDING TO 
PLAN AND, AS A RESULT, IT IS CATEGORICALLY AFFIRMED THAT DURING ITS 
COURSE VENEZUELAN UNITS DID NOT VIOLATE THE TERRITORIAL WATERS 
OR AIRSPACE OF THE NETHERLANDS ANTILLES, NOR DID THEY INTERFERE 
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IN THE SEA OR AIR ROUTES OF THE SAID ANTILLES. 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS 
IN FORCE CONCERNING SEA AND AIR NAVIGATION, THE APPROPRIATE NOTICE 
WAS MADE AND THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE SAID AGREEMENTS WERE 
CARRIED OUT. 

THE INFORMATION DISSEMINATED WITH RESPECT TO THE SUPPOSED 
ACCIDENTAL VIOLATIONS OR INTERFERENCE BY VENEZUELAN UNITS THEREFORE 
LACK ANY FOUNDATION. 

INFORMATION WHICH APPEARED YESTERDAY (SEPTEMBER 14) IN THE 
VENEZUELAN PRESS IN FACT REVEALS THAT THE PROTEST TO VENEZUELA 
WAS MADE BY HOLLAND, SINCE THE DUTCH GOVERNMENT HAS COGNIZANCE 
OVER DEFENSE AND FOREIGN RELATIONS MATTERS OF THE ANTILLES (SIC) 

WHICH IN ALL OTHER ASPECTS IS AN INDEPENDENT PART OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS. THE SAME INFORMATION ADDS THAT THE 
OPERATIONS CONSTITUTED A DANGER TO THE SECURITY, EFFICIENCY AND 
REGULARITY OF AIR TRAFFIC B TWEEN THE ISLANDS OF ARUBA, BONAIRE 
AND CURACAO. END QUOTE. 

2. ASKED BY THE PRESS IF THE DUTCH GOVERNMENT HAD LODGED ANY 
PROTEST ABOUT THE INCIDENT WITH THE VENEZUELAN GOVERNMENT, 
FONMINISTER SCHACHT REPORTEDLY REPLIED THAT HE HAD JUST RETURNED 
FROM ARGENTINA AND THAT HE COULD ONLY REFER THE PRESS TO THE 
STATEMENT (QUOTED ABOVE) "WHICH REPRESENTS THE OFFICIAL WORD 

OF THE VENEZUELAN GOVERNMENT." 

3. COMMENT: IT IS OUR BELIEF THAT THE VENEZUELAN GOVERNMENT, 

DESPITE UNCOMPROMISING TONE OF ITS STATEMENT, IS NONETHELESS 
EMBARRASSED OVER THE PROBLEM CAUSED BY THE NA GOVERNMENT BY 
THE HALCON VISTA AIRCRAFT AND WILL EXERCISE BETTER CARE IN THE 
FUTURE TO PREVENT ANY RECURRENCE. THIS EMBASSY WILL BE ON THE 
ALERT IN FUTURE TO ENSURE THAT APPROPRIATE PRIOR NOTIFICATION IS 
GIVEN BY THE GOV TO VARIOUS NEIGHBORING GOVERNMENTS WHEN US 
FORCES PARTICIPATE IN MILITARY EXERCISES WITH THE VENEZUELAN 
ARMED FORCES. 
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